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This is a story out of the lives of two young Ameri-
cans who set out to explore a continent.
It was Thomas Jefferson who began it. Long before
he became President of the United States the great
unknown west land between the Mississippi and the dis-
tant Pacific Ocean had laid its chains upon his imagin-
ation. What wonders did that vast territory contain?
Wandering Indians whispered tales of the Shining
Mountains, mountains so high that they touched the
sky, of herds of buffalo so immense that they reached to
the horizon and beyond, and numberless other marvels,
but were these stories true, or were they just exag-
gerated pictures conjured up by their savage, untutored
minds? Jefferson longed to know. He longed to send
out brave, strong young men to unveil the mysteries
of that unknown land, to blaze a trail from one side of
the continent to the other, but for many years these
yearnings could be nothing more than dreams, for the
country he wished to explore belonged to another nation.
Then one day he became President of the United States,
and later on, with the purchase of Louisiana from the
French Emperor Napoleon, all difficulties were removed,
and the way lay clear for him to put his dream project
into execution.
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